
All-Community Meeting 
Drainage and Flooding Issues in Binglewood

August 16, 2023

Live In-Person Meeting and
Virtual Meeting via Zoom

Binglewood Civic Club



Binglewood Civic Club

Zoom Meeting Link:
https://zoom.us/j/7562029075?pwd=TXZsalFyV2ZRSWhPNTVYbWdaK0l2Zz09

Meeting ID: 756 202 9075; Passcode: 316612

On your mobile phone:+13462487799,,7562029075#,,,,,,0#,,316612# US (Houston)

Dial in Number:  +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston); Meeting ID: 756 202 9075; 
  Passcode: 316612

https://zoom.us/j/7562029075?pwd=TXZsalFyV2ZRSWhPNTVYbWdaK0l2Zz09


Meeting Agenda
• Welcome our Guests-Commissioner Lesley 

Briones and Council Member Amy Peck!
• History of Drainage/Flooding Issues in Binglewood
• Current Flooding Problems
• Our Requests:

– Storm Sewer Inspections – City
• Dredge/Repair Clay Road and Hempstead Road - Railroad 

ROW
– Hollister Bridge Improvements – City/County
– Finish Langwood Buyouts – County
– Share/Review Brickhouse Gully Study – City/County
– Maintain/Enlarge – E115-06-00 & E115-08-00



Binglewood Civic Club

Welcome to Our Special Guests!



Harris County Precinct Four 
Commissioner Lesley Briones

Contact Information:
https://hcp4.net/commissioner/

Email: commissioner.briones@hcp4.net

mailto:commissioner.briones@hcp4.net


Contact Information:
https://www.houstontx.gov/council/a/index.html

Phone: 832.393.3010
E-Mail: districta@houstontx.gov

City of Houston District A 
Council Member Amy Peck

https://www.houstontx.gov/council/a/index.html


Binglewood Civic Club

History of Drainage Projects in 
Binglewood

Joanne Cortez



Binglewood Drainage Project-2019

• Previous flooding and drainage project was approved in 
2009 and completed in 2019 by the City of Houston

• Sections 1 & 2 were not included based on decision by 
the City of Houston

• The City reported at the first community meeting with 
then District A Council Member Brenda Stardig that the 
sections of focus were primarily informed by 311 reports 
of flooding concerns made by Binglewood residents.  

• Sections 3 and 4 were included and Section 5 was added 
because the study determined that drainage was flowing 
away from Brickhouse Gully instead of toward the gully.



Example of Resident 311 Reporting 
Sec. 3 - Backs up to Gully



How Binglewood Drainage System Works



Binglewood Area-Loss of Greenspace
(Was Pinecrest Golf Course)

Binglewood is 
located downstream 



Binglewood Area-Loss of Greenspace
(Golf Course Provided Good Drainage)



Binglewood Area-Loss of Greenspace
(Now Spring Brook Village-Elevated 5 feet



Binglewood Area-Loss of Greenspace
(Kolbe Farms Area)

This area is being 
turned into Gas 
Station and Kid’s 
Meals Warehouse



Binglewood Area-Loss of Greenspace
(Kids’ Meals-Approved Design)



Binglewood-Flooding/Drainage Issues

• Following are pictures from flooding 
events since 2019 including 
–street flooding
–open drainage ditch overflows
–backflow from Brickhouse Gully



Binglewood-Current Flooding in Section Two
Open drainage ditches not draining on Rockhurst 

for several days--after even a mild rain event.  

COH is currently working on a small 
capital improvement that is intended to  
solve this problem for Rockhurst. Any 
design should include enlarging the 
culverts on both sides of Rockhurst 
Street and not just dredging which is a 
temporary fix.



Binglewood-Current Flooding in Section Two
Laverne between Greiner and Blankenship-Open ditches not draining.  
Requires pipe replacement and dredging on west side of Laverne. East side 
was done by COH. 



Binglewood-Current Flooding in Section Two

On Theysen St., a 
steel culvert collapsed 
and water can't drain 
from Knoll to the 
north side of Theysen, 
which was dredged by 
COH and is 3-4 feet 
deep. 

COH replaced the fresh 
water lines a few years 
ago and the drainage 
ditches became more 
shallow and have never 
been dredged



Binglewood-Current Flooding-Sections One and Two

Blankenship and Hollister-Facing Hollister

Greiner and Laverne-Drainage Ditch 
not draining



Binglewood-Current Flooding-Section Two
Peppermill and Rockhurst– Front Yard

Water Came into the House

Peppermill – Backyard



Binglewood-Flooding History
• Section One:

– Elegia St. and Cameo Dr. back up to Brickhouse 
Gully and consistently flood during rain events

• Section Two:  
– Home on Rockhurst (4 houses east of 

Peppermill on the south side) flooded from 
ditch overflow 

– Two homes near Theysen and Mona Lee were 
close to flooding but some work has been 
done to help by dredging ditches

– Two homes at corner of Blankenship, west of 
Hollister, flooded several times and one is now 
being rebuilt as an elevated structure, 15’ above 
flood level. 



Railton at James W. Lee Park
Street Flooding near James W. Lee Park BEFORE 2019 Drainage Project 



3710 Colleen



Autauga



Mona Lee



Eldora and Birchton



Bayou Overflow onto Colleen Rd



Colleen Rd



Drainage for Entire Section Six?

This appears to be the only drainage for Section Six 
which was not apart of the 2019 drainage project. 
Can the capacity be increased?  We already have a 
backflow preventer under the bridge at Brickhouse 
Gully at Hollister. 

Let us know if this is sustainable drainage for all of 
Section Six.



City Letter to Residents re Flooding Survey-
We need everyone to respond!

• Fill out the survey at:  
www.houstonpublicworks.org

• Takes only 7 minutes!

http://www.houstonpublicworks.org/


Clay Road and Hempstead Highway-
Union Pacific Railroad Right-of-Way Drainage Issues

• Blockage along Hempstead Rd. starting at Clay Rd.-north end and 
ending at the south end of Longpoint Rd.  This area doesn't drain on 
the west side and on both sides of the Union Pacific Railroad Right-of-
way (RR ROW).

• This long stretch of land turns into lakes after rain events for long 
periods of time placing nearby residential homes, apartments and one 
elementary school  located near this stretch of Hempstead Rd. on the 
west side at risk.

• The east side of Hempstead Rd. is mostly industrial and has very few 
open ditches and is well maintained by the property owners.  It is the 
RR ROW along the rail line on both sides that has been neglected for 
decades.

. 



Clay Road and Hempstead Highway-
Union Pacific Railroad Right-of-Way Drainage Issues

• We are asking the COH to clean the culvert inlets and Pct 4 to clean, 
grade and excavate the two open ditches that run along both sides of the 
RR ROW which would greatly improve the drainage along this section of 
the road, which is the east side of Spring Branch. 

• The next series of pictures confirm why these lakes of water are generated 
after rain events, 85-90% of the culverts running under the crossing 
streets are plugged with tires, debris and soil. The remaining open culverts 
are too low and hold water because the adjacent ditches are too high and 
need to be graded/excavated so that the water will flow in the intended 
direction and ultimately, to White Oak Bayou. 



Pictures of Railroad ROW-July 25, 2023



Pictures of Railroad ROW



Pictures of Railroad ROW



Summary of Ideas to Mitigate Flooding

Detention Pond at Hollister and Sonneville Dr.
• Dig a detention pond at site of future walking trail surrounding 

pond area (See next slide)
• Property is owned by HCFCD 
Brickhouse Gully-Detention Pond
• Is there any available green space on east side of Bingle next to 

Brickhouse Gully for detention?  (See map on following slide)
Section Six Drainage Inspection
• Review drainage pipe facing Hollister and its capacity for all of 

Section Six (See previous slide)
Hempstead Road Railroad ROW
• Dredge/Repair Clay Road and Hempstead Road - Railroad ROW 

(See previous slides)



Possible Drainage Solutions 

Hollister and Sonneville 
Vacant Lots for 
Detention Areas



Possible Drainage Solutions 

Map Showing 
Bingle Rd. & 

Kempwood Area-
Vacant Warehouse 
and surrounding 
land is ideal for 
Detention Areas



What we are requesting from the City and County:
1. Storm Sewer Inspections – City
2. Share/Review Brickhouse Gully study – 

City/County
3. Please direct Flood Control to complete buyouts    

in Langwood – County
  Finish Langwood Buyouts by HCFCD
 Approximately 50 lots are already owned by HCFCD
 Can detention be created in this area?

4. Hollister Bridge Improvements – City/County
5. Maintain / Enlarge – E115-06-00 & E115-08-00 

“Drainage Highway”



Request #1:
Inspect/Clean Storm Sewer Systems



Request #2:
Share and Discuss Brickhouse Gully Study

What are your plans?



Request #3:
Complete Langwood Buyouts & Convert to Detention Basins



Request #4:
Improve Hollister Bridge Because It Acts as a Dam!



Request #5:
Improve E115-06-00 and E115-08-00 

“Drainage Highway” to Hold More Water



Binglewood Civic Club

Guest Speakers:

Commissioner Lesley Briones 

and 

Council Member Amy Peck



Binglewood Civic Club

Your Ideas/Drainage/
Flooding Issues 

Everyone



Binglewood Civic Club

Q & A



Binglewood Civic Club

Thank you for listening!

Can we reconvene before 
Halloween on next steps and 

possible solutions?



Contact Information
• Fill out the flood survey at:  www.houstonpublicworks.org
• City of Houston:  3-1-1 to Report Drainage Ditch and 

Flooding Issues
• Send email when you have Ticket Number to:  

contact@binglewood.com
• Commissioner Briones: 

https://hcp4.net/commissioner/
Email: commissioner.briones@hcp4.net

• Council Member Peck:
https://www.houstontx.gov/council/a/index.html
Phone: 832.393.3010
E-Mail: districta@houstontx.gov

http://www.houstonpublicworks.org/
mailto:contact@binglewood.com
mailto:commissioner.briones@hcp4.net
mailto:commissioner.briones@hcp4.net
https://www.houstontx.gov/council/a/index.html
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