
 
 MAY 2022 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
It’s May.  May the 4th was Star Wars Day. May is “Get Caught Reading Month,” then there’s 
Mother’s Day, Nurse’s Week, International Firefighters’ Day, Teacher’s Day, Memorial Day and 
graduations.  May is also a good time to focus on where we would like to go as a Civic Club so this 
month’s meeting will focus on projects you would like to see in the neighborhood.  We want to 
know what you think and what ideas you have about making Binglewood great!  Next month, we 
will present a Scorecard of Civic Club Accomplishments so far this year--what we have done and 
where we are going next as a Civic Club and as a community so we need your input. Come to a 
meeting! Volunteers are always needed!  Put your skills to work for your neighborhood!   
 

 
COFFEE WITH THE COPS 
Amy Peck, our District A City 
Council Member, is hosting 
“Coffee with the Cops” in 
Binglewood’s James W. Lee Park 
on Thursday, May 12th from 9-10 
am.  If you are home on Thursday 
or working from home and need a 
break, come to the park and show 
your appreciation for our police 
officers and Councilmember 
Peck! We will discuss the gunshot 
initiatives and present HPD with 
our tracking list of occurrences so 
far provided by you. 

If you’re on the sidelines, get in the game! 
 
Did you see this last month?  HPD brought along its 
mounted patrol to visit Binglewood. A big thank you to 
Commander Nguyen and the entire Northwest Division 
for all they do for Binglewood and to HPD’s awesome 
mounted patrol! 

LET’S GO VOTE! 
PRIMARY RUNOFFS – EARLY VOTING: MAY 16‐20, ELECTION DAY: TUESDAY MAY 24 
Democrats and Republicans will have an opportunity to determine which candidate will run for 
their party in the November elections.  Don’t forget to vote! 
The Democrat Primary Runoff includes candidates for Harris County Commissioners Precinct 4 
(Lesley Briones, Benjamin Chou), Lt. Governor (Mike Collier, Michelle Beckley), Texas Attorney 
General (Rochelle Mercedes Garza, Joe Jaworski), Texas  Land Commissioner (Jay Kleberg, 
Sandragrace Martinez), and Comptroller (Janet Dudding, Angel Vega).  There are also four judicial 
positions included on the ballot. 
The Republican Primary Runoff includes candidates for Harris County Judge (Alexandra del Moral 
Mealer, Vidal Martinez), Texas  Attorney General (Ken Paxton, George P. Bush), Texas Land 
Commissioner (Tim Westley, Dawn Buckingham), and Railroad Commissioner (Wayne Christian, 
Sarah Strogner).  

CALENDAR 
Next Community Meeting: 
Saturday, May 14, 2022 
Time:  9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
Location: St. Jerome Catholic Church, 
New Activity Center, Room 104 
Topic: Let’s Talk About Projects for the 
Neighborhood! 
  
CIVIC CLUB DUES 
Section 6- $50 per year (mandatory) 
Sections 1-5- $50 per year (voluntary) 
Donations always welcome! 
 
CONSTABLE PROGRAM 
$250 total payment per home per year 
 
Dues and Constable Payments are kept in 
separate bank accounts 
 
• Pay online at: 

https://www.binglewood.com/payment/ 
 

• Send check by mail to: 
Binglewood Civic Club, Inc.  
PO Box 430943 
Houston, TX 77243-0943 
 

• Pay in person at any BCC Meeting 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Email: contact@binglewood.com 
Website: www.binglewood.com 
Instagram: Binglewood_Community 
Twitter: @BinglewoodComm 
Facebook: Binglewood_Community 
NextDoor:  Binglewood Group 
Mail: PO Box 430943, 
         Houston, TX 77243-0943 
 
LEADERSHIP 
President, Ann Cowper 
Vice President, Jordan Kahan 
Secretary, Jan Southern 
Treasurer, Karin Sabatini 
Sergeant-at-Arms, Bridgett Macias 
Nick Scott, Board Pos. 1 
Jonathan Vanegas, Board Pos. 2 
Noel Lezama, Board Pos. 3 
Sue Kinnaird, Board Pos. 4 
 
 
 
 



CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS AND SBISD SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION RESULTS 
 
Texas State Constitutional Amendments 
On May 7th, voters considered two amendments to the Texas State Constitution intended to offer 
property tax relief which both passed overwhelmingly. [See box to the right for specifics.] 
 

Spring Branch ISD‐School Bond and Board of Trustee Elections 
Three Spring Branch ISD Board positions were determined along with a bond package which 
included two propositions primarily related to Career and Technology Education infrastructure 
improvements.  Both bond propositions were overwhelmingly approved with at least 85% of the 
vote.  School bonds are sold on the open market as municipal bonds  and do not increase your taxes.  
For bond-related information go here: www.springbranchisd.com/about/2022bond.    

NEW! AMENDMENTS TO THE TEXAS STATE 
CONSTITUTION PASSED 
 
Texas State Proposition 1:  This amendment 
reduces school district property taxes for 
homeowners who are disabled or 65 years of 
age or older.  
 
Texas State Proposition 2:  This amendment 
increases the current homestead exemption for 
ALL homeowners from $25,000 to $40,000 
for school district property taxes. 
 

 
At our April meeting we had an opportunity to hear from all of the candidates for SBISD Board 
member Positions 5, 6 and 7.  Each candidate answered why they decided to run for office and their 
involvement in school district activities other than those connected with their child/children.  There 
were 13,815 votes cast.  Here are the results: 
 
Trustee Position 5:      Lisa Alpe – 9,015     J. Carter Breed – 4,400 
Position 6:                  John Perez – 8,744     Ed Kaczenski – 3,707     Laura M. Mafrige – 870 
Position 7:                  Caroline Bennett – 8,705     David Slattery – 4,295     Jenny Morace - 335 
 
DEED RESTRICTION, BCC POLICIES & CITY ORDINANCE COMPLIANCE ACTIVITY 
The Civic Club sends reminder notices and/or letters to residents regarding deed restrictions, BCC 
policies or City of Houston (COH) Ordinances violations.  If necessary, violations are reported to 
the COH for action, and in some instances, legal action is initiated.  If you receive a reminder 
notice or letter from the Civic Club, please respond as soon as possible to resolve the matter.  
Thank you for being a good neighbor!  [Remember that all improvements to the outside of your 
home must be approved by the BCC Architectural Committee before starting your project.] 
 
The chart below indicates the most recent compliance matters your Civic Club is working on to 
make our neighborhood a better place to live.   If you notice a violation of the deed restrictions, 
policies or city ordinances please report it to contact@binglewood.com.  All reports are kept 
anonymous. 
  

Type of Non-Compliance Issue 
Number of 

Reminders Sent 
Number of 

Letters Sent Violation of 
Vehicles parked in the grass in the 
front or side yard 

2 0 COH Ordinance 

Trailers parked in driveway 2 0 Policies 
Heavy trash placed out too early or in 
wrong month 

11 0 COH Ordinance 

Garbage and/or Recycling Bins left 
out too long after being emptied 

8 0 COH Ordinance 

Junk stored in the front yard 4 0 COH Ordinance 
 
 [See box to the right for more information regarding COH ordinances and common violations.] 
 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
 
We continue to seek volunteers to assist with YARD OF MONTH 
AND HOLIDAY DÉCOR judging for each of our sections.  It would 
entail a once-a-month tour of your section to select a winner, notify 
the homeowner, post a sign in their yard and notify the Civic Club 
of your selection for inclusion in Binglewords.  This can be a fun 
partner activity for a couple of friends!  Persons willing to spend 
about one hour a month to help recognize the efforts of others, 
please send an email to contact@binglewood.com.   
 

Be a part of making our neighborhood even better! 

 

 

 

COMMON VIOLATIONS 
A compliance issue often cited pertains to 
trash collection including placing trash at 
the curb before allowed by COH 
Ordinance and including non-allowable 
items such as placing junk waste during 
tree waste collection months.  The 
following information regarding COH 
ordinances is provided as a reminder: 
 
Chapter 14, Section 9 
Yard waste must be placed in COH-
approved biodegradable bags. Tree 
trimmings having a diameter of less than 
three inches and related materials may be 
securely tied in bundles not more than four 
feet in length nor 18 inches in diameter.  
No more than four bundles of tree 
trimmings are allowed for removal on any 
one day of collection.  Yard waste placed 
for collection must be a sufficient distance 
from automated service containers so as 
not to interfere with standard automated 
side-loader trucks. Yard waste should not 
be placed in automated service containers. 
 
Chapter 14, Sections 39 
The black and green containers should be 
placed for collection between 6:00 pm the 
day before and 7:00 am on the scheduled 
garbage collection day.  The container 
must be accessible to the collection truck 
at least three feet away from possible 
obstructions such as cars, mailboxes and 
trees.  Containers must be removed 
from the curb by 10:00  pm on the day 
of collection and stored in a secure 
location not in view of the street. 
 

 



MAY 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

1 
Yard of the 
Month 
Awarded 

2  3 
National 
Teacher 
Day 

4 
Star Wars 

Day 
Intl 

Firefighters 
Day 

5 
Cinco de Mayo 

6 
Recycle Bin 

National Nurses 
Week begins 

7 
VOTE TODAY! 

SBISD School Board 
and Bond Election 
Texas Constitutional 

Amendments 

8

 

9  10  11  12 
“Coffee with the 

Cops” 
w/Councilmember 

Amy Peck 
James W. Lee Park  

9‐10am 

13  14 
BCC Mtg.  

9:30‐11:00am 
St. Jerome PAC 

Pick up your car decal! 

15  16 
Early Voting 
Begins for 

Primary Runoffs 
(Ends on Fri) 

17  18  19 
 

20 
Recycle Bin 

21 

22  23  24 
ELECTION 

DAY 
Primary 
Runoffs 

25  26 
Tree Waste 
Collection 

27  28 

29  30  
Memorial Day 

   

31         

 

JUNE 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

 
 

    1 
Yard of the 
Month 
Awarded 

2  3 
Recycle Bin 

4 

5  6  7  8  9 
 

10  11 
BCC Mtg.  

9:30‐11:00am 
St. Jerome PAC 
Pick up your car 

decal! 

12 
 

13  14  15 
 

16  17 
Recycle Bin 

18 

19 
Food Truck 
Sunday! 

James Lee Park 
6:00 pm 

20  21  22  23 
Junk Waste 
Collection 

24  25 

26  27  28  29  30 
BCC Independence 
Holiday Kick‐Off! 
Ice Cream Social 

in James Lee Park 
6:30pm 

 

 

 

   



TRASH COLLECTION SCHEDULE 
Trash & Lawn Clippings - Every Friday 
Recycle Schedule (Green Can) 
Friday, May 6th and 20th 

Friday, June 3rd and 17th  
Note:  
 Please use City of Houston approved 

recyclable bags only!  
 Do not put plastic store bags, Styrofoam or 

plastic trash bags in the recycle bins. 
Tree Waste Schedule (Odd Months) 
Thursday, May 26th  
Junk Waste Schedule (Even Months) 
Thursday, June 23rd  
 Place Junk/Tree Waste at the curb-not on 

the street-in an easily accessible location 
between 6:00 pm the Friday before and 
7:00 am on the scheduled collection day. 

Note: Contact 3-1-1 if Junk Waste or 
Tree Waste are delayed more than a 
week. 
_________________________________ 
GET ON THE BCC EMAIL LIST! 
Be sure to let us know if you have made 
changes to your email address. We want 
to make sure that you continue receiving 
Binglewords and notices from the Civic 
Club. Stay informed by going to the 
Contact Form at: 
https://www.binglewood.com/contact-us/  
 
HAVE A NEW NEIGHBOR? 
Let us know and we will drop off a new 
neighbor packet and invite them to join 
our email list.  Better yet, bring them with 
you to the next BCC meeting! 
 

YARD OF THE MONTH‐APRIL 
Section 1  8718 Blankenship  
Section 2  8934 Theysen 
Section 3  3711 Valleyfield 
Section 4  3811 Peppermill 
Section 5  9002 Rossette 
Section 6  3620 Colleen Meadows Circle 
 
YARD OF THE MONTH‐MAY 
Section 1  3406 Hollister 
Section 2  3214 McKean 
Section 3  8814 Sonneville Dr 
Section 4  8910 Pitner 
Section 5  4107 Birchton 
Section 6  3726 Colleen Meadows  Circle 
Looking good, Binglewood! Keep it up! 

 
VOLUNTEER SIGN‐UP 
Use your skills to help your neighborhood! 
Send your email to:  
contact@binglewood.com to volunteer and let 
us know what you want to do. Here are some 
ideas: 
 Help to establish a community garden. 
 Help judge Yard-of-the-Month.  
 Help organize and/or implement a 

neighborhood social activity 

DEPUTY CONSTABLE PATROL PROGRAM 
We are now in the process of collecting for the Deputy Constable on Patrol Program for 2022-2023.  
We are asking each household in Binglewood to contribute $250 toward the cost of a full-time 
Deputy Constable patrolling our neighborhood plus 24/7 coverage provided by Precinct Five.  We 
will need to collect $85,000 before September 1st to be able to enter into the contract.  For more 
detailed information about the program join us at our May and June meetings or go to: 
https://www.harriscountytx.gov/Government/Law-Enforcement/Harris-County-Contract-Patrol-
Program and  https://www.binglewood.com/contact-us-2/ 
 
DEPUTY CONSTABLE PATROL PROGRAM ‐ COLLECTIONS TO DATE  
You have contributed $10,250.00 to the program since its introduction at the March 12th Civic Club 
meeting. We have volunteers visiting every home in Binglewood door-to-door to share information 
about the program and to collect payments.  If you want to volunteer to collect payments on behalf 
of the Civic Club, please send an email to contact@binglewood.com.  If you want to contribute to 
the Deputy Constable on Patrol Program you can write a check, send funds via PayPal or we can 
charge your credit card if you would rather get points, etc. for using your credit card!  
SEE FORM ATTACHED TO THIS NEWSLETTER AND SEND IT IN TODAY! 
 

           
 
NOW AVAILABLE!  BCC DECALS FOR YOUR CAR!  PICK UP AT ANY BCC MEETING! 
We are now offering Binglewood decals for the back passenger-side window of 
your car.  We have inside, outside and magnetic (if your windows are very 
tinted). This will help HPD, the Deputy  Constable and all of us living in 
Binglewood know who lives here and who doesn’t. Come to the May or June 
meeting and pick one up for each of your family’s cars!   
 
We are asking for just a dollar for each decal to help defray our costs. 

 
 

SOCIAL ACTIVITY PROPOSALS 
Feedback was solicited during the April Meeting regarding a list of social functions that are being 
considered for the coming months. Suggested activities were presented for Spring, Summer, Fall, 
and Winter.  All of the items listed received a favorable response along with a few additional 
suggestions.  Binglewood Civic Club social functions are open to all residents.  Successful 
implementation of all of these activities will require volunteer support.  A volunteer sign-up sheet 
will be posted at each BCC Meeting.  Please consider committing to be a willing worker for one or 
more of the activities listed below. If you are unable to attend the meeting, but are interested in 
helping out, send a note to contact@binglewood.com.   
 

 Food Truck Sundays (June, July, & August) 
 Independence Holiday Ice Cream Social (June) 
 Snow Cone Cool Down (July) 
 Family Movie Night (August) 
 Candidate Meet and Greet (September) 
 Pumpkin Fun in the Park (October 
 Volunteer Weekend (January/February) 
 Valentines for Seniors (February) 
 Spaghetti Dinner (TBD) 



 

NEIGHBORHOOD CLUBS OR SOCIAL 
ACTIVITY GROUPS 
Do you belong to a club or group within 
or near our neighborhood?  Looking to 
expand membership or participation?  
Email us a description of the group and 
activities.  We will feature it in our 
newsletter and offer to include your 
activities on our calendar.   
Looking to establish a club or social 
group?  Email us a description and 
contact information and we will help you 
get the word out by including it in the 
newsletter. 
 
INTRODUCING THE BCC BOOK CLUB! 
Our first book will be Atomic Habits: An 
Easy & Proven Way to Build Good 
Habits & Break Bad Ones by James 
Clear!  “If you’re having trouble 
changing your habits, the problem isn't 
you. The problem is your system. Bad 
habits repeat themselves again and again 
because you have the wrong system for 
change. You do not rise to the level of 
your goals. You fall to the level of your 
systems. Here, you'll get a proven system 
that can take you to new heights.”   
Get it at your favorite book outlet and be 
sure to sign up for James Clear’s email 
list for special updates for his readers. 
Date, time and place to be decided.  Send 
an email to contact@binglewood.com if 
you are interested in joining.  All are 
welcome! 
 
BUY ADVERTIZING SPACE IN 
BINGLEWORDS! 
Do you own or manage a business in the 
area?  Would you like to reach out to your 
Binglewood neighbors about your 
business?  Then consider buying ad space 
at a very reasonable rate.  Your ad would 
be published for January-June and 
September-December.  Send your inquiry 
and contact information to 
contact@binglewood.com.   
Ad Rates: 
Eighth-Page/Business Card Ad- $10 
Quarter-Page Ad- $15 
Half-Page Ad- $25 
Whole Page Ad - $40  
 
VEHICLES CANNOT BE PARKED 
ON THE GRASS IN YOUR FRONT 
YARD! 
 

 
 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
We will be presenting a list of possible projects to everyone at the May and June meetings along 
with the projected costs for each.  Our goal is to have at least 25% of each home in Sections 1-5 
and 100% of Section 6 paid in 2022. We can do more as a Civic Club if we have more to work 
with!  Be sure to attend our May and June meetings so you can let us know what projects you 
want to see in Binglewood!  You can pay via PayPal at:  https://www.binglewood.com/payment/   
 

Thanks to all who have paid or donated! 

 
 

 
 
HTX COLLECTS 

 
 
The City of Houston Solid Waste Management Department has created an app for use by residents 
which includes: 
 Collection Calendar:  Trash, Recycling, Yard Waste, Junk/Tree Waste services.  Set reminders, 

and alerts via email, push notifications, and phone call. 
 Waste Wizard: Searchable solid waste directory, curbside services, and drop-off location 

information. 
 Waste Sorting Game:  Fun, Interactive educational tool to engage, challenge and change recycling 

behavior. 
 
Residents can find and download the HTX Collects mobile app from the Apple Store or Google 
Play Store by searching for the key words Houston Trash and Recycling.  
 
PARKING DOs and DON’Ts 
Last month’s compliance information focused on parking on driveways and non-improved surfaces.  
Since 2009, Binglewood residents have been subject to the City of Houston ordinance prohibiting 
parking of vehicles on the grass in your front yard.   
 
It does not matter if you have placed bricks or boards or cement and then park your car in the front 
yard or on the grass!   



GUN SHOTS 
As we reported to everyone on the 
Binglewood email list, HPD is trying out 
various possible solutions to the gunshot 
problem in our neighborhood for a two-
week period from approx. May 1-14.  If 
you hear gunshots, you are always 
encouraged to report them for the crime 
statistics.  If you hear gunfire during this 
program, please send an email to 
contact@binglewood.com so we can let 
HPD know that if what they are doing is 
working.  The more reports HPD receives 
from Binglewood, the greater the 
likelihood of reducing the occurrence of 
this problem. 
 If you witness shootings or bullets are 

hitting your home, always call 9-1-1. 
 If you hear them, but don’t know where 

they are coming from, still call 9-1-1 
and be sure to provide your address. 

In case of Emergency call  9-1-1 
 

If you prefer to make your report in 
writing, there are two online options: 
For theft or property damage under 
$5,000, go to 
https://www.houstontx.gov/police/online_
report.htm 
HPD Alert-Slip 
To request increased patrols around your 
home for reasons causing concern go to 
https://www.houstontx.gov/police/alert_sl
ip/ 
 
NEW!  BCC COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
Back by popular demand!  We are 
including a two-month calendar in every 
Binglewords.  It   includes scheduled 
BCC meetings, trash and recycling days, 
community meetings, holidays and other 
days of interest throughout each month. 
Be sure to check out BCC social activities 
planned for each month.  Everyone is 
welcome! 
 
Food Truck Sundays:  We will be 
inviting select food truck vendors to 
position themselves at James Lee Park on 
the third Sunday of each month this 
summer. Folks can stop by and pick up 
dinner to take home or to “picnic” with 
their family and/or friends in the park.   
We also hope to have a family movie 
selection to enjoy at dusk. Check our 
email and/or our website for updates. 
  
Get your Fourth of July Holiday weekend 
started off right!  Join your friends and 
neighbors for the BCC Independence 
Holiday Kick-Off on June 30th at 6:30pm! 
There will be an Ice Cream Social in Jim 
Lee Park. 

 
Vehicles cannot be parked anywhere but your driveway and the public street (which has 
other limitations-see below).  If you choose to park on the grass, you may be subject to a fine 
by the City of Houston in the amount of $150 per day per vehicle!  
 
The City of Houston has published a pamphlet offering tips for avoiding a parking citation. Keep 
these tips in mind when parking on the street or in a driveway.   

 

 DO Park with the flow of traffic. 

 DO Park at least: 

o 15 feet from a fire hydrant. 

o 20 feet from an intersection 

o 30 feet from a Stop Sign or Traffic  
 Signal. 

 DO NOT block:  

o The sidewalk. 

o A driveway. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Binglewood Civic Club, Inc. 

P.O. Box 430943 

Houston, Texas 77243‐9243 

Your Name:  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Address in Binglewood:___________________________________________________________________ 

[____] Yes, I want to pay my Binglewood Civic Club Dues! [$50 per year] 

[____] Yes, I want to support the Constable on Patrol program in Binglewood!  [$250 per year]  

 

I WILL SEND A CHECK USING THE SELF‐ADDRESSED ENVELOPE. 

 
  Enclosed is my check payable to Binglewood Civic Club, Inc. in the amount of $50 for BCC Dues. 
      
  Enclosed is my check payable to Binglewood Civic Club, Inc. in the amount of $250 for BCC Dues. 
 
$_______ Additional Donation has been added to my check toward: 
 
  The Binglewood Civic Club  
 
  The Constable on Patrol Program 
 
NOTE:  BCC Dues and the Constable on Patrol contributions must be submitted separately because the dues check will be deposited 
upon receipt and the Constable on Patrol Program check will be held until we have collected enough to sign the contract. 
 

 

I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A PAYMENT USING MY CREDIT CARD. 

 
 I prefer to make my contribution of $______ by credit card.  

         
 

Card Number:_____________________________________________ Exp. Date:____________ CVV:________ 
 
Name on Card:_______________________________________________________ 
 
Signature:_________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number (for card purposes only):_____________________________ 
 
Email (for receipt):_________________________________________________________________ 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PAYMENT! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

�

 

 
Join us at our Monthly Member Meetings! 

St. Jerome’s Catholic Church in The Activity Center  
Room 104 

2nd Saturday of each Month @ 9:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 
(except July and August) 

Next Meeting:  Saturday, May 14th 
Always Informative, Always Important. 

Share Your Voice! 
See you there!  

We also meet on Zoom.  Go to:  
https://www.binglewood.com/meetings/ 

For Zoom information. 



 

 

Binglewood Civic Club, Inc., 
a Texas non-profit corporation 
P.O. Box 430943 
Houston, Texas 77243 
www.binglewood.com 

 


