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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
When I took office in January, I promised that your Civic Club would focus on flooding and 
crime while still pursuing compliance issues and completing projects that make the neighborhood 
more attractive and  a better place to live.  Last month we addressed flooding and have several 
new plans in place that we are pursuing at every level available to us (see below).   

This month, we are trying an entirely new focus on crime prevention in Binglewood. In the past, 
we have relied on a Citizens Patrol supported by HPD.  Times have changed and it may  no longer 
be as safe to have such a patrol and to rely entirely on one police force for our safety.  We have 
researched cameras and private security (see below) and our recommendation to the neighborhood 
is that we attempt to bring the neighborhood into the Precinct Five Deputy Constable Contract 
Patrol program. We will discuss it at our next meeting this month featuring  Captain Hutter of 

Precinct Five, and will have a community-wide in-person evening meeting in 
April to further present the program to you and answer your questions.  

All Binglewood residents will receive emails and mailers announcing the 
April meeting and FAQs describing the program. Check your In Box and 
mailbox and attend a meeting!  We need as many homes as possible to 
participate so we can have our own constable beginning in October! Come to 
a meeting to find out more or go here:  
https://www.harriscountytx.gov/Government/Law-Enforcement/Harris-
County-Contract-Patrol-Program  You can also attend via Zoom! 

NEIGHBORHOOD SECURITY OPTIONS 
Crime is a major concern for every neighborhood in Houston and throughout Harris County.  
Your Civic Club has been researching a variety of crime prevention options that could help our 
neighborhood.  One possibility is to set up cameras at each of the Binglewood entrances, at gully 
access areas and in the park and post monitoring signs. The cost to rent, install and monitor each 
camera is approx. $2,400 per year per camera.  Professional monitoring would involve reviewing 
stored views around the time of reported incidents and retrieving license plate numbers  which 
would be reported to HPD.  It was decided to not be a cost-effective option and certainly well 
beyond the Civic Club’s current annual budget and rate of dues collection. There are also simply 
no reliable options for obtaining  monitored cameras from any governmental agencies.  Private 
security patrols were also found to be cost prohibitive. Let us hear from you. Come to a meeting! 

FLOOD CONTROL PROJECT UPDATES 
Our February speaker, Will Sherman of the Harris County Flood Control District, discussed 
progress being made on flood control projects in our area.  The federal project of widening White 
Oak Bayou is in its final phase.  Improving the flow from Brickhouse Gully to White Oak Bayou 
at Watonga Blvd. is about to get underway.   The members present asked questions and provided 
feedback on issues of concern for our neighborhood.  An important point raised is the concern that 
there is insufficient detention space available between our neighborhood and White Oak Bayou.  
A review of the map identified a near empty warehouse area near Kempwood and Bingle that 
could be considered for such a project.  Mr. Sherman indicated that he would pursue our concerns 
and recommendations for flood prevention in Binglewood.   

FLOOD CONTROL OPTION FOR SECTIONS 1 AND 2 
There are funds available within City of Houston Council District A that could be used for small 
flood control projects within Binglewood Sections 1 and 2.  Photos and videos of flooding and 
documentation of damage is what is needed to obtain such funding so we can request funding.  If 
you are in Sections 1or 2 and have experienced flooding, please send an email with photos and 
videos and a description of the damage you experienced to contact@binglewood.com.    

CALENDAR 
Next Community Meeting: 
Saturday, March 12, 2022 
Time:  9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
Location: St. Jerome Catholic Church, 
New Activity Center, Room 104 
Guest Speaker:  
Captain Mitchell Hutter, Constable’s 
Office for Precinct 5, will discuss the 
Contract Deputy program  
 
CIVIC CLUB DUES 
Section 6- $50 per year (mandatory) 
Sections 1-5- $50 per year (voluntary) 
Donations always welcome! 
• Pay online at: 

https://www.binglewood.com/payment/ 
• Send check by mail to: 

Binglewood Civic Club, Inc.  
PO Box 430943 
Houston, TX 77243-0943 

• Pay in person at any BCC Meeting 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Email: contact@binglewood.com 
Website: www.binglewood.com 
Instagram: Binglewood_Community 
Twitter: @BinglewoodComm 
Facebook: Binglewood_Community 
NextDoor:  Binglewood Group 
Mail: PO Box 430943, 
         Houston, TX 77243-0943 
VOLUNTEER SIGN‐UP 
Use your skills to help your neighborhood! 
Send your email to:  
contact@binglewood.com to volunteer and let 
us know what you want to do. Here are some 
ideas: 
 Help to establish a community garden. 
 Help judge Yard-of-the-Month.  
 Help organize and/or implement a 

neighborhood social activity.  
 
LEADERSHIP 
President, Ann Cowper 
Vice President, Jordan Kahan 
Secretary, Jan Southern 
Treasurer, Karin Sabatini 
Sergeant-at-Arms, Bridgett Macias 
Nick Scott, Board Pos. 1 
Jonathan Vanegas, Board Pos. 2 
Noel Lezama, Board Pos. 3 
Sue Kinnaird, Board Pos. 4 



PAST OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 
NEW ALUMNI GROUP! 

If you have served as a Binglewood Civic 
Club officer or director, we want to hear 
from you!  We have formed a BCC 
Alumni Group.  We want to benefit from 
your past experiences and help us retain 
the history of our Civic Club.  If 
interested, please send an email to:  
contact@binglewood.com 
_________________________________ 

TRASH COLLECTION SCHEDULE 
Trash & Lawn Clippings - Every Friday 
Recycle Schedule (Green Can) 
Friday, March 11th and 25th  
Friday, April 8th and 22nd  
Note:  
 Please use City of Houston approved 

recyclable bags only!  
 Do not put plastic store bags or plastic 

trash bags in the recycle bins. 
Junk Waste Schedule (Even Months) 
Thursday, April 28th   
Tree Waste Schedule (Odd Months) 
Thursday, March 24th  
 Place Junk/Tree Waste at the curb-not 

on the street-in an easily accessible 
location between 6:00  pm the Friday 
before and 7:00 am on the scheduled 
collection day. 

Note: Contact 3-1-1 if Junk Waste or 
Tree Waste are delayed more than a 
week. 
_________________________________ 
Email List Updates 
Be sure to let us know if you have made 
changes to your email address. We want 
to make sure that you continue receiving 
Binglewords and notices from the Civic 
Club.  
 
Stay informed by going to the Contact 
Form at: 
https://www.binglewood.com/contact-us/  
 
NEW!  BCC COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
Take a look at the new Community 
Calendar on our website.  It   includes 
scheduled meetings, trash and recycling 
days, holidays and other days of interest 
throughout 2022.  Click on “Calendar” on 
our Home Page to see it at 
www.binglewood.com 
 

HAVE A NEW NEIGHBOR? 
 
 Let us know and we will drop off a new 
neighbor packet and invite them to join 
our email list.  Better yet, bring them with 
you to the next BCC meeting! 
 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
A reminder that your annual dues to the Civic Club are now due! Dues are only $50 annually and 
they are used to improve, beautify and maintain our community for all of us.   Dues cover many 
different things, such as sidewalk and ditch maintenance on both Clay Road and Hollister, website 
and email management, legal fees, insurance, doggie waste bags at the park and more.  We can do 
more as a Civic Club if we have more to work with!   An easy way to pay is via PayPal at:  
https://www.binglewood.com/payment/         Thanks to all who have paid or donated! 

 
BCC SOCIAL CALENDAR 
The BCC Social Activity Committee will be meeting this month to plan neighborhood activities 
for the coming months like a food truck event in the park! Everyone is welcome to join the 
committee.  Just send your contact information to contact@binglewood.com.   
 
If you are interested in establishing a small social group such as a Book Club, New Mom/Dad 
Club, a Walking Group, a Children’s Play Group, a Bunco Group, Wine Club, or maybe a 
Restaurant Review Group (we will publish your reviews here!), please send a message to 
contact@binglewood.com and we will include your group’s information in our calendar and 
highlight it in the next Binglewords!   
 
DEED RESTRICTION, BCC POLICY & CITY ORDINANCE COMPLIANCE ACTIVITY 

What Your Civic Club is Doing for You! 
Beginning this month, your Civic Club will list the compliance matters that we are working on to 
make our neighborhood a better place to live.  All are violations of our Deed Restrictions, Policies 
and Guidelines or City of Houston (“COH”) Ordinances and may incur fines from the City.   If 
you receive a reminder notice or letter from the Civic Club, please respond as soon as possible 
to resolve the matter.  If you spot a violation, report it to contact@binglewood.com   

Thank you for being a good neighbor! 

Type of Non-Compliance Issue 

Number of 
Reminders 

Sent 
Number of 

Letters Sent Violation of 
City 

Contacted? 
Junk Vehicles (cars or trucks 
without current year’s registration) 

9 0 COH 
Ordinance 

No 

Vehicles parked in the grass in the 
front or side yard 

6 0 COH 
Ordinance 

Yes 

Trailers parked in driveway 12 0 Policies N/A 
Heavy trash placed out too early or 
in wrong month 

17  COH 
Ordinance 

Yes 

Garbage and/or Recycling Bins left 
out too long after being emptied 

14 0 COH 
Ordinance 

No 

RVs parked on driveway 4 0 Policies N/A 
Boats parked in front yard 2 0 Policies N/A 
Commercial vehicles parked on 
property 

4 0 COH & 
Policies 

Yes 

Junk stored in the front yard 7 0 COH 
Ordinance 

No 

 



 









SECURITY 
COMPARISON: 

See how the options 
stack up.

Contract Deputy Private Security Off-Duty Police
Minimum Age 21 18 21
Minimum Training 880+ Hours 6 Hours/40 Hours (armed) 880+ Hours
Ability to Conduct 
Criminal Investigation Yes No Limited

Ability to Arrest Yes Limited Yes
Ability to Enforce 
Traffic Law Yes No Limited

Direct 911 Response Yes No No
Duty to Act Yes No Yes
Full Agency Support Yes No No
Marked Police Cars Yes No Limited

FAQs about Security
What is the difference between Contract 
Deputy, security officer, and off-duty 
police officer?
A Contract Deputy is a fully-licensed peace officer 
who is on duty and assigned to your area. The deputy 
has the authority and duty to enforce all the laws of 
Texas and preserve the public peace. The deputy is 
fully equipped and trained in the latest procedures, 
and has the backing of an entire agency. 
Security guards are crime prevention guards 
assigned to protect specific people and property. A 
security guard is not the same as a police officer and 
they have no more authority to enforce state law 
than an average citizen. When a citizen or a security 
guard detains a suspect, they must contact local law 
enforcement to complete the report and arrest of 
the individual. 
An off-duty police officer has the same training 
and authority as the contract deputy, but there 

are some major limitations. First, as stated in the 
name,
the off-duty officer is not on duty and does not 
have access to all of the same equipment and 
resources. Second, you are making an agreement 
with an individual or group of individuals instead of 
a certified state government agency.

How does the contract program work?
Under the Contract Deputy Program, deputies 
are assigned to a specific geographic area. This 
benefits the residents in several ways. First, 
deputies are never more than a few minutes 
away. We pride ourselves on extremely fast 
response times to calls for service. Second, 
the deputy becomes familiar with the 
neighborhood and its residents, allowing them 
to better identify unusual or suspicious activity. 
Third, consistent high visibility of the deputy 
and distinctively marked patrol cars, serves to 
deter criminal activity. 

What services do I receive  with my 
contract? 
When contracting with Pct. 5, your 
neighborhood, M.U.D. or Business District 
receives professional and accountable police 
services. In addition to the normal patrol duties, 
you will benefit from several of our other 
divisions, such as our Uniformed Investigation 
Unit, Animal Crimes Unit, Environmental Crimes 
Unit, Major Offenders Unit, and Game Room 
and Human Trafficking unit. You can also take 
advantage of our Vacation Watch Program, 
where a patrol deputy will check your residence 
daily while you are gone so you can be reassured 
your residence will be secure when you arrive 
back home.

Total Arrests

In 2016 Precinct 5 
responded to 3,339 

incidents where an arrest 
was made. This was a 

17% increase over 2015 
and a 24% increase over 

2012.

3,339

7,557

Alarm Calls

Precinct 5 Deputies 
responded to 7,557 
alarm calls in 2016.

Calls for Service

Precinct 5 responded to  
436,206 Calls For Service 

in 2016, which was an 
increase of 8% compared 

to 2015 and 31% over 
2012.

384

Precinct 5 employs 
384 law enforcement 

professionals

436,206

Employees
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